Minimally invasive management of intrathoracic leaks after esophagogastrectomy.
Enthusiasm for minimally invasive esophagectomy is increasing. When feasible, the laparoscopic and thoracoscopic Ivor Lewis esophagogastrectomy with construction of an intrathoracic anastomosis is favored. A potential catastrophic consequence of an intrathoracic anastomosis is a postoperative leak. In this review, the authors summarize the current understanding of the pathophysiology and the management of intrathoracic leak using minimally invasive surgical techniques.